


Brunini, Grantham, Grower & 
Hewes, PLLC, founded over 
one century ago, today is one 
of Mississippi’s largest and 
most respected law firms. We 
serve primarily business clients, 
including a number of Fortune 500 
companies and other significant 
Mississippi companies, including 
the nation’s largest privately held 
wireless company, Mississippi’s 
largest health insurer, and one 
of the state’s largest banks and 
largest health care systems. Our 
Firm’s practice is organized into 
three major areas of concentration: 
Commercial ,  Lit igation and 
Regulatory law.

L e g a l  E x p e r i e n c e  a n d 
Expertise
Grounded by exper ience and 
i n f u s e d  w i t h  i n n o v a t i o n ,  t h e 
practice of law at Brunini affirms 
our vision of growth, excellence 
and discovery. Even as we grow, 
we maintain a collegial atmosphere 
and team focus. Our high standards 
are demonstrated by the number 
of Brunini attorneys named to 
the ranks of the Best Lawyers® in 
America, Chambers USA: America’s 
Leading Lawyers in Business, Mid-
South Super Lawyers and many 
other distinguished organizations. 

Regulatory
Brunini provides regulatory expertise to its clients in the areas of energy, environmental, 

telecommunications, electricity and natural gas, health care and gaming.  Brunini’s energy practice 

dates from the first oil discovery in Mississippi in the 1930’s, and today includes every segment of the 

industry, from our representation of producers in the field, to pipeline companies transporting the 

product, to public utilities distributing the energy to the public, to lignite coal projects to generate 

electricity. We frequently represent public utilities, including providers of telecommunications 

services, electricity, and natural gas, as well as other parties, in proceedings before the Mississippi 

Public Service Commission. Brunini is also distinguished by a formidable and diverse environmental 

practice, which supports not only our energy clients but our manufacturing clients as well. In the 

health care arena, we provide comprehensive legal services to entities such as hospitals, nursing 

homes, physicians groups and other medical care providers. We also represent casinos, casino 

developers and businesses involved in the gaming industry.

Litigation
Our trial attorneys handle a wide range of cases, including those involving complex commercial 

transactions, mass torts, construction disputes, employment discrimination, products liability, 

premises liability, insurance defense, insurance coverage, medical malpractice, breach of contract, 

antitrust, securities fraud, business torts, taxation, white collar crime, and environmental issues. We 

possess experience and considerable reputation in state and federal trial and appellate courts in 

Mississippi and elsewhere and have acted as lead counsel in many of Mississippi’s largest and most 

complex litigation cases.  Indeed, many of our attorneys are Fellows of  the American College of Trial 

Lawyers,  members of the American Board of Trial Advocates and selected by both international 

and national  ranking institutions as the best in and as leaders in their fields of practice.  The Firm 

was recently selected as one of the 2013 Go-To Law Firms for the Top 500 Companies in the area 

of Litigation.  

Commercial
Attorneys in our commercial department provide counsel and representation in matters of general 

corporate law, mergers and acquisitions, public and industrial development financing and tax 

incentives, securities regulation, banking, real estate transactions, insurance regulation, syndication, 

estate planning, antitrust , and corporate and personal taxation.  In addition, we represent various 

media clients and clients who face defamation, first amendment issues and other media issues. 
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Easements and Rights of Way
The Firm’s representation of public utilities, 

intrastate and interstate pipeline companies 

and telecommunication companies laying fiber 

has resulted in a depth of experience in eminent 

domain, surface damage, injunctive relief, 

and other right-of-way related proceedings. 

The Firm has also handled pipeline projects 

to provide natural gas and water service for 

industrial projects that do not have the right 

of eminent domain. The Firm’s attorneys 

have represented clients in State and Federal 

courts throughout Mississippi in contested 

proceedings relating to rights in real property.

This focused discreet practice area is naturally 

a component of the Firm’s overall Regulatory 

Practice including Energy Project Development; 

Natural Gas Marketing, Transportation and 

Storage; Oil, Gas and Coal Exploration and 

Production; and, Public Utilities.

Energy Project Development
The Firm has historically maintained a large energy law practice.  In connection with that practice, 

numerous clients have engaged the Firm to represent them in developing or expanding projects 

in Mississippi. In the last several years, our attorneys have overseen projects involving over 500 

miles of new interstate pipeline construction, 75+ Bcf of new gas storage development and lignite 

coal mining projects for power generation. Each of these projects typically involve investments 

substantially in excess of $100 million, but also include smaller projects.  In order to handle 

this multi-disciplinary activity, the Firm has created a work group of attorneys whose practices 

encompass all areas of project development: economic development tax incentives; legislative 

work; environmental permitting; securing necessary certificates from the Mississippi Public Service 

Commission, Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality, and the Mississippi Oil & Gas Board; 

and providing a full range of commercial services, including financing, bond issues, real estate, and 

contract work.

Environmental Law
The Firm’s environmental practice group is acknowledged as a statewide leader. Our attorneys have 

broad experience in both environmental litigation and regulatory proceedings and have defended 

numerous enforcement actions instituted by the United States Department of Justice, Region IV of 

the Environmental Protection Agency, and the Mississippi Commission on Environmental Quality, 

including actions brought under TSCA, RCRA, CERCLA, the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, 

the Mississippi Air and Water Pollution Control Law, the Mississippi Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Law, and the Mississippi Underground Storage Tank Act. The firm has also obtained numerous 

environmental permits for its clients in proceedings before the Mississippi Environmental Quality 

Permit Board and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Regulatory



Governmental Relations
Brunini’s government relations practice offers advice, 

access, and advocacy to companies and organizations 

in their dealings with elected and appointed officials 

and local, state and federal governmental entities. 

With decades  of  exper ience in  governmental 

relations, our attorneys handle all of our clients’ 

needs in these areas. Brunini offers unparalleled 

access to top decision makers in Mississippi, as well 

as to Mississippi’s delegation in Washington, D.C. The 

strength and duration of these relationships make 

our team uniquely able to reach key public officials. 

Our government relations attorneys bring with them 

relationships cultivated over years of public service 

and political activity. As a result, our attorneys can 

convey the needs of our clients to the right people. 

Our advocacy is grounded in a Firm culture that 

emphasizes vigorous and passionate persuasion. Our 

government relations attorneys have the temperament 

and professional training to be aggressive and effective 

advocates for our clients. To maximize our impact, we 

are able to connect the merits of our clients’ arguments 

to the policy directions of the decision makers. Our 

attorneys think strategically. We help our clients 

formulate plans that meet their short-term needs, while 

also using strategies to achieve their long-term goals.

Natural Gas Marketing, Transportation, and 
Storage
The Brunini Firm’s energy law practice has been recognized as 

a regional leader for decades. The Firm’s natural gas practice 

includes the representation of pipelines, local distribution 

companies, marketers, and storage operators. The Firm’s pipeline 

representation includes most of the interstate natural gas 

pipelines in Mississippi, as well as oil, product and intrastate 

gas lines and a major local natural gas distribution company. 

The Firm’s attorneys handle all aspects of these clients’ work 

in Mississippi and have been engaged as lead counsel on their 

behalf in matters in other states. In addition to handling contract 

and regulatory issues, the Firm’s trial lawyers have litigated 

major natural gas curtailment, take or pay, and royalty cases. 

The Firm also represents natural gas marketers in all aspects 

of their Mississippi operations.  The Firm has been actively 

involved in the development of underground natural gas 

storage facilities in both deflated gas fields as well as gas and 

liquids in caverns created by solution mining in salt domes.  

Brunini’s representation has included preparation of gas storage 

agreements, title examination needed for the development of 

storage facilities, acquisition of necessary easements for pipelines 

and interconnects (including condemnation actions, as needed), 

acquisition of necessary permits from regulatory agencies, 

regulatory approval of implementation and operation of gas 

storage facilities and litigation associated with these activities. 



 

Health Care
The Brunini Firm has a comprehensive health 

care practice, representing hospitals, physicians, 

physician groups, nursing homes, and other 

health care providers. The Firm has broad 

experience in administrative proceedings and 

litigation concerning Certificates of Need, 

Medicaid fraud, nursing home care,  fraud 

and abuse, Stark II, EMTALA, HIPAA, Hi-Tech, 

Affordable Care Act and other legal issues 

facing the health care industry.  In addition, 

and as covered under general litigation, the 

Firm represents various providers, hospitals and 

nursing homes in medical malpractice actions. 

Oil, Gas, and Coal Exploration and Production
The Firm’s exploration and production work constitutes an important 

component of its energy practice. This work includes representation of major 

oil companies and independent producers in all phases of the development 

of oil, natural gas, and coal reserves in Mississippi, including an practice 

before the Mississippi Oil and Gas Board. The Firm’s services include title 

examination, negotiating and drafting leases and contracts, obtaining permits, 

and satisfying other regulatory requirements. Attorneys practicing in this area 

also maintain a significant litigation practice in conjunction with the Firm’s 

trial attorneys. The Firm has handled title, contract, drainage, balancing and 

gas processing disputes, as well as lawsuits relating to well damage and blow-

outs. The Firm has also been involved in the defense of NORM contamination 

actions, benzene exposure and other oil field contamination issues. The Firm’s 

work with lignite mining has included legislative advocacy to enact and amend 

Mississippi statutes governing coal mining, participating in the drafting of 

regulations by the Department of Environmental Quality, and obtaining 

mining permits under those regulations. These efforts resulted in Mississippi’s 

first lignite mine and an associated electrical generation facility and ecoplex.

Public Utilities
The Firm practices frequently before the Mississippi Public Service Commission, 

representing one of the largest gas utilities and many telecommunications 

providers, as well as serving as Mississippi counsel for the only electric regional 

transmission organization seeking authority from the Commission to operate 

in Mississippi.   The Firm also represents  a number of intrastate and interstate 

pipeline companies, and water and sewer companies.  Brunini attorneys have 

served as counsel in administrative proceedings and litigation regarding 

rates and service and application for certificates of public convenience 

and necessity for the construction of electric generation facilities, natural 

gas distribution facilities, and underground natural gas storage facilities. 



Telecommunications

The Brunini Firm serves as regular counsel to the largest privately held wireless 

carrier in the United States - C Spire Wireless.  The Firm also represents and counsels 

a number of telecommunications companies in business, litigation, and federal 

and state regulatory matters. The Firm represents its telecommunications clients in 

wireless license acquisitions and exchanges, mergers and acquisitions, asset sales 

and purchases, secured transactions, financing, antitrust, and warranty issues. The 

Firm also regularly prepares, negotiates and reviews contracts for its clients in the 

telecommunications industry, including contracts relating to interconnection, 

equipment purchases, networks, sales of capacity, software licenses, intellectual 

property, and service agreements.  The Firm represents its telecommunications 

clients in litigation in federal and state courts and in contested proceedings 

before the Mississippi Public Service Commission. These disputes involve issues 

that are unique to the telecommunications industry, such as federal and state 

telecommunications laws and regulations, interconnection, access charges and 

universal service, as well as other commercial disputes. The Firm’s attorneys 

represent clients in telecommunications franchise and zoning matters before 

local governmental bodies and in litigation under the Federal Telecommunications 

Act of 1996. The Firm also assists in obtaining Certificates of Public Convenience 

and Necessity in proceedings before the Mississippi Public Service Commission 

and it provides right-of-way acquisition services for fiber optic cable projects. 

The Firm advises clients on federal and state policy matters including strategy 

development and implementation. The Firm’s telecommunications clients provide 

wireless services, including PCS and broadband, fiber optic telecommunications 

and information services, Internet access, and long distance and competitive local 

exchange service throughout the United States.



Appellate
At every level of the Federal and State appellate systems, Brunini’s lawyers have successfully 

represented their clients in complex appeals.  We have represented a broad array of clients in 

cases on appeal following the Firm’s representation of those clients at the trial level, and we also 

have been retained to serve as appellate counsel in cases that were handled at trial by other 

attorneys. From product liability, intellectual property and commercial disputes to mass tort, 

personal injury and constitutional issues, our appellate lawyers have an exceptional depth and 

breadth of experience upon which to draw in guiding our clients through the appellate process.  

Additionally, as a result of our broad appellate practice and successful track record, the firm is 

regularly engaged by industry trade associations to draft amicus curiae briefs in significant cases, 

including complex product liability and mass/toxic tort cases.   Brunini counts among its lawyers 

former law clerks to Justices and Judges of the Mississippi Supreme Court and Mississippi Court 

of Appeals, as well as the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.  As a result of these 

experiences, our appellate lawyers have a unique understanding of both the inner-workings 

of the State and Federal appellate systems, as well as the process by which appellate judges 

decide cases.  The Firm was selected as Benchmark Southern Regional Appellate Law Firm of 

the Year for 2012 from firms located throughout Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 

Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and 

West Virginia.  Brunini’s appellate lawyers can provide guidance regarding each of the following: 

How to preserve the trial record for appeal  •	

Whether to pursue immediate appellate review of interlocutory orders via •	

interlocutory appeal or writ of mandamus 

Drafting petitions for interlocutory appeal, writs of mandamus and petitions for •	

certiorari 

State or Federal appellate jurisdiction and procedures •	

Drafting appellate briefs and conducting oral arguments •	

Identifying amicus curiae opportunities and drafting amicus briefs•	

 

Bankruptcy  
and Creditors’ Rights
The Firm’s bankruptcy and creditors’ rights attorneys provide secured and unsecured 

creditors with a broad range of legal services, including pre-bankruptcy debt 

collection, loan restructuring and workouts, general bankruptcy practice, and lender 

liability litigation. The bankruptcy and creditors’ rights practice group consists of 

attorneys from the commercial and litigation departments in the Firm. 

Litigation

Alternative Dispute Resolution
The Firm’s attorneys have broad experience 

in the representation of clients in alternative 

dispute resolution, including mediation and 

arbitration. Several of the Firm’s attorneys 

are certified as arbitrators by the American 

Arbitration Association. The Firm’s attorneys 

have also served as mediators for AAA.



Commercial Litigation
The Firm’s attorneys have litigated some of 

the largest and most complex cases that 

have been brought in the state and federal 

courts of Mississippi. The Firm is also regularly 

engaged to handle complex commercial 

litigation in other states. Brunini attorneys  

have considerable trial and appellate 

experience, and a significant number of 

them have been recognized in Best Lawyers® 

in America, Chambers USA, and Mid-South 

Super Lawyers® for their expertise. In addition, 

a number of the Firm’s attorneys are Fellows 

of the American College of Trial Lawyers 

and members of the American Board of 

Trial Advocates, where they serve on the 

organizations’ national Board of Directors and 

as Mississippi’s State Committee.  The Firm was 

selected as the Mississippi Leading Litigation 

Law Firm of the Year in 2011 by Corporate 

INTL Global. The Firm’s commercial litigators 

are assisted by an excellent staff of qualified 

paralegals as well as state-of-the-art litigation 

support software, all of which are essential to 

handling complex business disputes involving 

voluminous documents. Brunini recognizes, 

however, that litigation is expensive and 

often distracts clients from focusing on 

business. For this reason, the Firm employs 

innovative practices designed to achieve 

early, inexpensive resolution of business 

disputes. These include not only alternative 

dispute resolution, but also creative business 

solutions. If these attempts fail or if strategy 

dictates, however, the Firm has the talent and 

resources to litigate the most complex matters 

aggressively.

The Firm’s commercial litigation practice includes the following specialties: 

Antitrust - The Firm has handled numerous antitrust cases involving claims under both state and 

federal laws. Clients represented by the Firm in antitrust litigation include health care providers, 

publishing companies, insurance companies, manufacturing concerns, waste management 

companies and gaming entities. The Firm also regularly advises its clients regarding antitrust 

compliance.

Banking and Lender Liability - The Firm’s representation of financial institutions has given it broad 

experience in lender liability litigation and other disputes involving banks. 

Breach of Contract - Brunini attorneys have served as lead counsel in some of the largest and 

most complex contract disputes that have been brought in the courts of Mississippi. The Firm has 

handled contract disputes for clients engaged in a wide array of businesses, including oil and gas, 

telecommunications, insurance, banking, health care, automobile and truck sales, technology, 

manufacturing, shipbuilding, and others.

Business Torts - Brunini has extensive experience in litigation involving business torts, 

including commercial defamation, interference with contract and business relations, fraud and 

misrepresentation, breach of fiduciary duty, and others.

Class Actions - The Firm’s commercial litigation practice also includes experience in class action 

litigation. The Firm has successfully defended a number of class action suits in federal courts in 

Mississippi.



Energy - The Firm’s attorneys have decades 

of experience in litigating disputes involving 

energy, oil, and natural gas. Our attorneys 

frequently work in conjunction with members 

of the Firm’s Regulatory Department in 

handling these matters. Litigation matters 

for energy clients include eminent domain; 

major natural gas curtailment, take or pay, and 

royalty cases; large breach-of-contract claims; 

title, drainage, balancing, and gas-processing 

disputes; and lawsuits stemming from well 

blowouts and contamination, including claims 

based on naturally occurring radioactive 

material (NORM).

Health Care - The Firm has extensive experience 

in health care litigation, including appeals of 

administrative decisions involving certificates 

of need, antitrust claims, contract disputes, 

and lawsuits involving staffing, licensure and 

medical malpractice. See Health Care section 

under Regulatory supra.

Insurance - The Firm has significant experience 

in the litigation of insurance coverage disputes. 

The Firm’s trial lawyers have represented both 

carriers and insureds regarding their rights and 

obligations under a wide variety of insurance 

policies. We are also active in the defense of 

bad faith litigation, in which insureds allege 

that carriers have wrongfully refused to pay 

benefits. The Firm’s commercial litigators are 

also actively involved in insurance litigation 

relating to the Employee Retirement Income 

Security Act (ERISA).

Securities Fraud and Shareholder Disputes - The Firm has a wealth of experience in litigating 

and arbitrating claims for securities fraud. The Firm has defended a number of matters involving 

allegations of churning, unsuitability, and other forms of securities fraud and successfully defended 

the largest class action securities fraud cases ever filed in Mississippi. The Firm’s commercial 

litigators also have represented clients who have been victims of securities fraud and handled 

disputes between corporations and their shareholders.

Technology and Software - The Firm’s commercial litigators also are experienced in the litigation 

and arbitration of disputes involving technology and software. The Firm has represented both 

providers of technology and customers in contract disputes and intellectual property matters.

Construction
The Firm’s construction litigation section includes attorneys experienced in prosecuting and 

defending construction claims on behalf of owners, prime contractors, sureties, subcontractors, 

and material suppliers. The Firm’s construction practice is diverse and includes litigation, 

arbitration and mediation of multimillion-dollar claims on highway and bridge projects; water 

treatment plants; other federal and state projects (including Corps of Engineers, NASA, Veterans 

Administration, etc.); power plants; steel mills; shopping centers; hotels; casinos; condominiums; 

automobile manufacturing plants; and other large private commercial projects. The Firm’s 

construction attorneys have handled cases before the United States Court of Federal Claims, 

various federal boards (Armed Services Board of Contract Appeals, Corps of Engineers Board of 

Contract Appeals, VA Board of Contract Appeals, etc.) and other federal and state courts at the trial 

and appellate levels. Attorneys in this section are active members of the American Bar Association 

Forum on the Construction Industry, have authored ABA publications on construction law and 

have been speakers at programs sponsored by the American Bar Association and by for-profit 

sponsors. Attorneys in the construction litigation section are also actively involved in Associated 

Builders and Contractors of Mississippi, Mississippi Associated General Contractors, Mississippi 

Roadbuilders Association and other professional associations.



Environmental Litigation
The Firm has a breadth of experience in defending 

multi-plaintiff and class action lawsuits alleging harm 

from releases of hazardous substances, hazardous 

waste, and petroleum products. The Firm’s litigators 

have defended a number of lawsuits involving claims 

for personal injuries and property damages arising 

from releases of creosote, dioxins, petroleum products, 

PCPs, and wastes from poultry operations. In the past 

our litigators have also handled the defense of mass 

tort lawsuits arising from releases of PCB, nitric acid, 

dinitrogentetroxide, petroleum products, NORM, 

dioxin and byproducts of oil and natural gas drilling 

and production operations. In addition, the Firm has 

handled litigation among private parties concerning 

environmental liabilities under CERCLA, contracts and 

common law.  

Gaming
Casino gaming is a vital part of Mississippi’s economy.  The gaming industry faces a 

myriad of complex legal issues.  Casinos, casino developers and businesses involved 

in the gaming industry require a legal team with the knowledge and experience 

to provide them with full service solutions. To address the needs of our gaming 

clients, we assist commercial casino developers in obtaining gaming site approval, 

negotiating required tidelands leases, obtaining gaming licenses and findings of 

suitability, and providing counsel in support of the financing, construction, regulatory 

compliance and operation of casinos. We also represent gaming equipment 

manufacturers and distributors with respect to business and gaming regulatory 

issues.  In addition, we represent the industry in state and federal courts in patron, 

labor and environmental disputes, as well as in the industry’s interactions with the 

Mississippi Gaming Commission, the Mississippi Legislature, and other state and 

federal agencies.  Finally, we have handled a variety of litigation for casino operators 

since the beginning of the industry in the State, including actions involving site 

approvals, antitrust and unfair competition claims, disputes with surrounding 

property owners, patron disputes, supplier disputes and premises liability claims. 

Intellectual Property Litigation
The Firm has experience in state and federal courts in trademark, copyright and patent 

litigation, including litigation of issues involving opposition, cancellation, infringement, 

and breach of contract. The firm’s attorneys also advise clients concerning intellectual 

property issues, including advertising, labeling, and federal regulatory compliance, as 

well as protecting their interests in computer software and related materials.

Labor and Employment
The Firm’s labor and employment attorneys represent employers’ interests in a broad 

array of state and federal administrative settings. They also litigate employment 

disputes in state and federal courts, including disputes involving all forms of 

discrimination arising under federal statutes and regulations, and disputes arising 

under state law involving alleged wrongful discharge and breach of employment 

contracts and non-competition agreements. The Firm has successfully defended 

numerous single-plaintiff cases as well as class actions. In addition, the Firm’s 

employment attorneys advise and assist employers in the development and 



enforcement of personnel policies, drug- 

and alcohol-testing plans, alternative dispute 

resolution agreements, and a variety of other 

employment issues. The Firm also provides 

training to all levels of management on 

topics such as workplace harassment, 

interviewing skills, diversity concerns, and 

other employment topics. This training 

has been successful in reducing clients’ 

risks and exposure to employment claims. 

Medical Malpractice and Nursing 
Home Liability 

The Firm has extensive experience in the 

defense of medical malpractice claims. The 

Firm is regularly engaged to represent the 

interests of both physicians and hospitals in 

courts throughout Mississippi. Additionally, 

a number of the Firm’s litigators have 

significant experience in the defense of 

lawsuits filed by or on behalf of nursing 

home residents alleging inadequate care. 

Professional Liability 
Perhaps the highest compliment a 

litigation attorney can receive is to be 

retained by another attorney to represent 

his/her interests regarding a claim or 

lawsuit alleging professional liability.  Our 

Firm’s litigators are routinely hired by our 

peers to represent them in connection 

with these very personal and professionally 

serious claims. 

Personal Injury, Mass Torts, and Product Liability
The Firm has considerable experience in defending clients, insured and self-funded, in a broad 

variety of personal injury, mass tort, and products liability litigation, ranging from single-plaintiff 

cases to complex class actions. Representative cases include defending the manufacturers 

of welding consumables in the national welding fume litigation, manufacturers in asbestos 

litigation, manufacturers in silica litigation, manufacturers of pharmaceutical products in suits 

filed by numerous plaintiffs, poultry processors in toxic exposure lawsuits brought by thousands 

of plaintiffs, product manufacturers sued for injuries resulting from catastrophic explosions, and 

industrial concerns and chemical manufacturers sued by numerous plaintiffs alleging exposure 

injuries. Firm members consistently have been ranked by their peers as leading lawyers in these 

categories of cases. Several current members of the Firm are Fellows of the American College of 

Trial Lawyers and members of the American Board of Trial Advocates, where one serves on the 

national board of directors of the organization. Several of the Firm attorneys are listed in Best 

Lawyers® in America in personal injury and mass tort litigation and two in the category of Bet-

the-Company litigation, including recognition as the Best Lawyers® of the Year in Mississippi. In 

addition, our attorneys have been recognized by Chambers USA and Mid-South Super Lawyers®.  

As noted earlier, the Firm was selected as the 2011 Mississippi Leading Litigation Firm of the 

Year by Corporate INTL Global. The Firm’s liability defense practice includes the following 

specialties:

Personal Injury - The Firm’s litigators regularly defend personal injury cases  on behalf of self-

insured and insured clients. The Firm’s personal injury defense practice ranges from defending 

single plaintiff claims arising from motor vehicle accidents to claims involving numerous plaintiffs 

resulting from fires and explosions.

Mass Torts - Many of the Firm’s litigators regularly handle the defense of mass tort litigation. 

In recent years the Firm has represented clients in lawsuits involving asbestos, silica, tobacco, 

welding products, breast implants and other medical devices, and allegations of hearing loss. 

The Firm also has broad experience in defense of multi-plaintiff claims and class actions alleging 

harm stemming from chemical spills and releases. With its experienced staff of legal assistants 

and litigation support software, the Firm is well-equipped to handle the voluminous documents 

that are often a key component in complex mass tort litigation.

Products Liability - A number of the Firm’s attorneys actively engage in product liability defense 

for a broad array of clients. The Firm represents manufacturers of pharmaceuticals, automobiles, 

turbines, electrical appliances, welding products, transmission equipment, tobacco products, 

medical devices, fertilizer, and asbestos and silica products. The Firm is actively engaged in 

defending products liability claims in all state and federal courts in Mississippi and in other courts 

throughout the United States, including multi-district courts.



Litigation

Premises Liability 
Brunini has handled hundreds of premises liability 

actions arising from a variety of scenarios, including 

slips and falls, security issues, criminal acts by third 

parties, wrongful death, massive industrial plant and 

natural gas explosions and pollution and hazardous 

exposures. Our clients have included  hotels, casinos, 

hospitals, nursing homes,  banks, chemical plants, and 

retail facilities. Brunini attorneys’ experience includes 

conducting initial investigations, retaining competent 

experts, conducting focused discovery, pursuit of 

summary judgment, and trying cases cases in State 

and Federal Courts throughout Mississippi and other 

states.  

Surety and Fidelity
The Firm’s Surety and Fidelity Section has attorneys experienced in surety bond 

litigation/claims resolution and fidelity bond claims and coverage issues. Members 

of this section are frequent speakers and authors on surety and fidelity bond topics, 

including contract and commercial surety bonds and fidelity bond issues. Attorneys in 

this section are active members of the American Bar Association Fidelity and Surety Law 

Committee and have presented papers at ABA-sponsored meetings, at the Fidelity Law 

Association and at Surety Claims Institute. This section of the Firm has been represented 

on the Vice Chairs’ Committee of the American Bar Association’s Fidelity and Surety Law 

Committee. 

White Collar Criminal Defense
A number of the Firm’s attorneys have represented corporate clients and individuals in 

state and federal grand jury investigations and white collar criminal matters.  Compliance 

with various statutory and regulatory mandates, such as those that are part of Sarbanes-

Oxley and the Federal Anti-Kickback Statute, require corporations to police themselves 

and proactively respond to claims of misconduct. We have experience conducting 

internal investigations as part of such compliance efforts and are aware of the sensitive 

issues that can arise during the course of those investigations. The investigation process 

requires diligence, care and experience to ensure waiver of important privileges does 

not occur. After we complete our investigation, we can confidently advise our clients on 

the proper course of action to take based on the results.  The Firm has also represented 

clients in matters involving the False Claims Act, mail and wire fraud, securities fraud, 

Medicare and Medicaid fraud, and federal environmental laws. 



Banking
The Firm’s broad banking practice includes 

the full range of legal services that financial 

institutions require in the ever-changing financial 

services industry. Our attorneys have substantial 

experience representing financial institutions 

in merger and acquisition transactions, having 

represented both buyers and sellers in intrastate 

and interstate transactions. The Firm’s banking 

attorneys are often engaged to advise individuals 

with large ownership interests in financial 

institutions and bank directors and senior 

level officers concerning the fiduciary duties 

associated with their positions. The Firm routinely 

serves as counsel to financial institutions before 

state and federal regulatory agencies, including 

representation in bank regulatory, formation, 

capitalization, compliance and enforcement 

matters. Our broad commercial, contract, real 

estate and lending experience also supports the 

banking practice.

Corporate

The Firm’s commercial department attorneys have broad experience in general corporate 

matters. The Firm serves as general outside corporate counsel for a number of substantial 

businesses, including banks, telecommunications providers, media conglomerates, retail 

chains, hospitals, manufacturers, poultry processors, timber companies and others. Brunini 

also serves as Mississippi counsel for a number of Fortune 500 companies. Additionally, the 

Firm’s corporate lawyers counsel numerous entrepreneurs in the formation and capitalization 

of new enterprises. This representation frequently extends through the growth phase of a 

new enterprise to its ultimate sale or other disposition.

Defamation / First Amendment / Media
The Firm represents media and commercial clients in the defense of defamation actions 

arising both from libel and slander allegations in federal and state courts. Another important 

aspect of Brunini’s First Amendment practice is its work in the access area.  Through use of 

the federal Freedom of Information Act, as well as Mississippi’s Public Records and Open 

Meetings Acts, the Firm’s team of lawyers interacts with public bodies, the Mississippi Ethics 

Commissions and the courts, to gain access to information  vital to clients from  public 

agencies.   The Firm also regularly represents clients with regard to advertising, circulation 

and related issues.

Economic Development Tax Incentives
In connection with the Firm’s broad representation of clients who are involved in Industrial 

Project Development or Energy Project Development, we have assisted a wide variety of 

clients in securing and maximizing the benefit of available tax incentives.  Clients have 

included all types and sizes of new and expanding industrial and energy concerns, from an 

automotive manufacturer investing over $1 billion in a new facility, to a shipyard investing 

hundreds of millions in expansions, and to small expansions of existing industries.  The Firm 

has helped draft special incentive legislation for a number of large projects and has assisted 

other clients in structuring complex transactions and in negotiating and implementing 

available incentives.  Incentives include special post-Katrina GO Zone benefits; property, 

sales, use and franchise tax incentives; tax exempt and taxable bond financing; and tax 

increment financing.  In the course of the Firm’s work, our members have assisted clients 

in negotiating and implementing incentives with State level authorities, including the 

Mississippi Development Authority, the Mississippi Business Finance Corporation, and the 

Commercial



Mississippi Department of Revenue, and local county and city 

governments across the State. We have also represented the 

MDA in its negotiation and implementation of incentives for a 

large steel mill project.  The Firm also has significant experience 

in state and local industrial and economic development financing 

with state and federal tax incentives.  The Firm has served as bond 

counsel on industrial development revenue bond financings 

totaling more than $500,000,000 through the Mississippi 

Business Finance Corporation.  Members of the firm have also 

negotiated tax incentives with numerous cities and counties 

and implemented dozens of fee-in-lieu property incentive 

agreements, which are available only for projects in excess of 

$100 million.

ERISA, Employee Benefits, and Executive 
Compensation
The Firm has significant experience in providing advice to 

clients regarding qualified retirement plans, compensation, 

and employee benefits. The Firm’s attorneys have designed 

and implemented numerous types of executive compensation 

programs, including stock option plans, bonus arrangements, 

and other forms of equity participation. The Firm also advises 

employers and executives regarding deferred compensation 

and supplemental retirement programs and negotiates 

employment and termination agreements.  In addition, the 

Firm represents clients in ERISA insurance defense matters.  

Estate Planning, Trusts & Estates, Probate
Brunini has a diverse and sophisticated estate planning practice. This work 

includes tax planning as well as the structure and preparation of wills, trusts, 

family partnerships and other arrangements designed to facilitate clients’ goals 

of protecting, managing, and transferring assets. The Firm has an active probate 

practice, assisting clients throughout Mississippi with the administration of 

estates. We assist many non-resident estates with the administration of 

their Mississippi property as well.  Several of the attorneys focused in this 

area have been recognized by Best Lawyers® in America and Mid-South 

Super Lawyers in the areas of Trusts and Estates and Tax. One of the Firm’s 

attorneys is a member of the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel.

Media and Advertising
Our lawyers understand the rapid changes that are occurring in the world of 

advertising due to the advent of new forms of media related to the Internet, 

such as social networks.  We regularly provide advice and counseling to clients 

on matters related to the use of media in their businesses for purposes of 

advertising and developing their brands.  We also advise clients concerning 

advertising campaigns, websites designed to utilize user-generated material, 

as well as more traditional forms of advertising, including television and radio.  

As part of such representation, we regularly provide pre-publication review of 

materials for compliance with advertising law and applicable guidelines.   



our clients.  In today’s world, there is scarcely a commercial agreement or transaction that does not 

involve some aspect of intellectual property, and Brunini’s commercial lawyers are well-qualified 

to deal with these issues.  In addition, the Firm also provides representation to its clients in con-

nection with the following matters:

Copyrights		•	Copyright Application Preparation and Filing

                   •	Copyright Renewal and Ownership  Search 

                   •	Copyright License, Assignment and Negotiation

Trademarks •	Trademark Searches  •	Trademark Application Preparation

                   •	Trademark U.S. Application Prosecution 

                     •	Trademark Opposition/Cancellation/Final Refusal Appeals Proceeding 

                          •	Trademark Maintenance,  License,  Assignment and Negotiation

Trade Secrets & Unfair Competition: •	Trade Secret Policy Development and Counseling

                   •	Business counseling 

                     •	Audits of existing trade secret protection system

                   •	Misappropriation litigation

                   •	Intellectual Property  Licensing agreements and negotiations

Mergers and Acquisitions
The Firm has a significant mergers and acquisitions practice and has been involved in a number of 

large merger and acquisition transactions involving Mississippi companies. The Firm has handled 

mergers and acquisitions for banks, wireless communications providers, television and radio 

broadcasters, pharmaceutical companies, manufacturers, retail store chains, restaurant chains, 

poultry processors, oil and gas producers, timber companies, hospitals, nursing home chains, 

and automobile and truck dealerships. The Firm is also engaged on a regular basis to serve as 

Mississippi counsel in multi-state transactions.

Real Estate
The Firm regularly represents clients in purchase and sale transactions, leasing, mortgage financing, 

development projects, UCC transactions, oil and gas financing, construction, mezzanine financing 

and timber sales. Recent real estate projects the Firm has handled include transactions involving 

power plants, telecommunications facilities, office buildings, shopping centers, hospitals, steel 

plants, shipyards, casinos, barge financing, mezzanine financing, tenant in common financing and 

the purchase and financing of large blocks of mineral and timber interests. The Firm’s real estate 

practice also includes expertise in zoning and land use regulation, which is described as a separate 

practice area. See Zoning and Land Use Regulation.  The Real Estate Team is able to draw on the 

Firm’s expertise in environmental, energy, public finance and taxation matters. 

Industrial Project Development
The Firm is actively involved in the 

representation of industrial clients who 

are developing new projects in Mississippi 

or expanding existing operations. These 

projects include representation of a major 

new automotive assembly plant, automotive 

suppliers, a shipyard, an unmanned air vehicle 

facility, and a variety of other manufacturers. In 

addition, the Firm has represented the State 

of Mississippi in development projects, which 

provides Brunini with a unique perspective on 

the development process. The Firm’s longevity 

and local roots result in substantial contacts 

State-wide that augment the Firm’s ability to 

move projects forward.  To effectively assist 

clients in such projects, the Firm assembles 

a multi-disciplinary team for each with the 

appropriate legal specialties for the project 

that typically include Economic Development 

Tax Incentives, financing, environmental / 

permitting and other regulatory assistance, 

real estate, and other commercial activities.

Intellectual Property
Brunini’s intellectual property group includes 

lawyers well-versed in the technicalities of intel-

lectual property law, particularly with respect 

to technology, telecommunications and phar-

maceutical industries, as well as lawyers with 

experience in litigating and trying intellectual 

property cases.   Our lawyers regularly counsel 

clients on copyright and trademark protection, 

and we also handle intellectual property licens-

ing agreements and negotiations on behalf of 



Commercial

Securities
The Firm has a sizeable securities practice. The 

Firm’s attorneys provide advice to a number 

of public companies regarding compliance 

issues and are also engaged as special counsel 

on a transactional basis by other issuers. The 

Firm’s expertise includes federal and state 

registrations, private placements and 1934 

Act, as well as the Investment Company Act, 

Investment Advisor Act and broker-dealer 

compliance. The Firm’s securities practice also 

includes litigation and arbitration of disputes 

involving allegations of securities fraud. 

S o f t w a r e  a n d  W e b s i t e 
Development
The Firm has considerable experience in the 

preparation and negotiation of all types of 

software agreements and licenses.  Our lawyers 

understand the complex issues involved in the 

development and implementation of software, 

and we regularly assist our clients in connection 

with their procurement of both off-the-shelf 

and customized software from on-shore, near-

shore and off-shore developers.  The Firm’s 

litigators are also experienced in the litigation of 

software-related disputes  both in court and in 

arbitration.   Our attorneys also regularly counsel 

our clients in connection with the development 

of websites, as to both software development 

and with regard to advertising, copyright and 

other related matters.  We also provide advice 

to clients with regard to the development and 

operation of websites utilizing user-generated 

content.   

Taxation
The Firm has a broad tax practice, with clients throughout Mississippi as well as non-resident clients 

with interests in Mississippi. The Firm’s tax attorneys advise clients concerning a wide range of 

matters ranging from corporate acquisitions and dispositions to individual tax planning. The Firm 

also represents clients in tax controversies with federal, state, and local tax authorities. The Firm 

frequently appears before the Mississippi Department of Revenue and the Board of Tax Appeals to 

appeal tax assessments and to obtain advance rulings, often for the purpose of seeking economic 

development incentives. The Firm’s tax lawyers also practice before local tax authorities, handling 

appeals of property tax assessments and obtaining ad valorem tax exemptions. In addition, 

the Firm provides services to a variety of tax-exempt organizations, including several private 

foundations. The Firm’s tax attorneys also play a significant role in planning new businesses and 

selecting business entities.

Zoning and Land Use Regulation
A number of attorneys in the Firm regularly represent developers in zoning and land use regulation. 

The Firm has successfully represented developers in contested re-zonings for retail shopping centers, 

office complexes, health care facilities, retirement communities, and residential developments. The 

Firm also represents developers challenging municipal ordinances regulating land use in State and 

Federal court, and has substantial experience in the siting of telecommunication facilities and in 

obtaining permits for developing wetlands. Attorneys practicing in this area are able to draw on the 

Firm’s resources in the legislative, environmental, litigation and real estate practice areas.
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