
McDowell Knight is a member of ALFA International, the global legal network.

With 145 member firms across the globe (80 in the United States) ALFA

International is the premier global network of independent law firms whose

success is driven by broad, deep, local relationships all over the world. 

Legal Disclaimer: No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.



ABOUT US 

McDowell Knight Roedder & Sledge, LLC represents Fortune 500 
companies and other international, national, state and local entities 
in all types of litigation and appellate work in Alabama and 
throughout the Southeast. Although litigation is our primary focus, 
we regularly represent clients in business and transactional matters, 
including real estate, finance and probate. Our firm’s unyielding 
commitment to hard work and superior legal representation has 
made it one of the more dynamic and soundly reliable firms in the 
State of Alabama. 

The firm is engaged in all major fields of law, including admiralty, 
antitrust, aviation, banking, bankruptcy, business, class actions, 
communications, construction, consumer transactions, D&O 
liability, drug and device liability, employment, environmental, 
fraud, insurance, oil and gas, pharmaceutical liability, product 
liability, professional malpractice, railroad liability, real estate, 
securities, shareholder relations, transportation, and trust disputes. 
In addition, our attorneys regularly advise clients on employment 
issues and business matters, including matters involving allegations 
of white collar crime. In today’s ever-changing business and legal 
climate, McDowell Knight is prepared to meet new challenges and 
provide legal services to ensure that its clients are represented in the 
most effective manner. 

We approach every legal matter as part of a relationship that will 
continue for many years, built upon quality representation and 
trust. We enjoy doing challenging legal work, no matter how 
demanding. Our attorneys strive to obtain the best result possible 
for our clients. At the end of the day, our job satisfaction depends 
on our client’s satisfaction with our work.

McDowell Knight encourages the involvement of our lawyers 
in professional activities. As a result, our lawyers are leaders in 
the legal community and are actively involved in some of the 
country’s most prominent legal organizations. Many serve in 
key leadership positions in nationally renowned 
organizations such as the American Bar Association, 
American Board of Trial Advocacy, American College of Trial 
Lawyers, Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel, 
International Academy of Trial Lawyers, International 
Association of Defense Counsel, Product Liability Advisory 
Counsel, Defense Research Institute, Maritime Law 
Association, National Association of Railroad Trial Counsel 
and the Southeastern Admiralty Law Institute. 

Three of our members are Fellows in the prestigious American 
College of Trial Lawyers. Another was the Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the 14,000 member Federation of 
Defense and Corporate Counsel, having served as its President 
during 2002.  That same lawyer was also Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the Defense Research Institute, an 
organization of 22,000 attorneys representing businesses and 
insurance companies. Other members are listed among 
nationally recognized lawyers in Best Lawyers in America, 
Chambers and Partners, and Super Lawyers. Our members 
also include past presidents of the Mobile County Bar 
Association. 

Finally, our lawyers are active in leadership positions in 
numerous civic, charitable, religious and social activities, 
providing support to the larger community. The attorneys 
and staff at McDowell Knight Roedder & Sledge, LLC are 
proud to be a part of the growth and heritage of south 
Alabama. 

“We Approach Every Legal Matter As 

Part Of A Relationship That Will 

Continue For Many Years…” 



ABOUT US 

McDowell Knight’s transportation practice involves the representation of numerous railroads, trucking, maritime and 
shipping entities in both state and federal cases of all kinds, including personal injury and wrongful death, commercial, 
occupational disease and disability, and employment matters. 

McDowell Knight’s trucking practice includes the representation of motor carriers, independent drivers, and their 
insurers on a local, regional and national scope. McDowell Knight has a team of lawyers who provide clients with 
emergency 24/7 response to accidents. Clients are urged to contact us immediately when a serious accident occurs. Our 
attorneys quickly respond to the scene with an accident reconstruction engineer to gather time-sensitive forensic 
evidence, provide legal counsel to the vehicle operator, and coordinate with local law enforcement officials. 

 AREAS OF PRACTICE 

TRANSPORTATION LITIGATION

McDowell Knight has the expertise and resources to handle all types of litigation on behalf of insurers and their insureds, 
including litigation involving directors and officers, employment practices, fiduciary obligations, professional liability, 
class actions/complex litigation, data breach and cybersecurity, and construction design claims. We also handle all types 
of general liability claims including industrial accidents, premises liability, dram shop claims, trucking accidents, and 
specialty lines claims. 

INSURANCE DEFENSE

McDowell Knight’s construction litigation practice group represents insurers, owners, architects, engineers, developers, 
general contractors, subcontractors, suppliers, and sureties in litigation and alternative dispute resolution throughout 
Alabama, Mississippi, and the panhandle of Florida. Our experience ranges from representing international companies to 
local firms. 

Our firm regularly negotiates and prepares construction-related contracts. Our representation includes risk 
management counseling, procurement advice, competitive bid law guidance, bid disputes, insurance coverage, 
supervision of accident and disaster-related investigations during and after construction, construction defects and 
losses, and surety and lien disputes. 

CONSTRUCTION LITIGATION



ABOUT US 

The admiralty practice within McDowell Knight Roedder & Sledge, LLC, litigates all forms of admiralty and maritime 
matters in state and federal courts, in addition to performing consultation and transactional work in non-litigation 
matters. The firm has an extensive litigation practice involving personal injury and wrongful death claims, including 
Jones Act claims, general maritime law claims and LHWCA claims. 

McDowell Knight has also represented numerous commercial clients in prosecuting and defending maritime lien claims, 
collision claims and cargo claims, which encompass the seizure and/or attachment of vessels, cargo, bunkers, etc., and the 
defense of seizures and attachments. Beyond litigation, the firm’s admiralty section also regularly consults with and 
performs transactional work for shipyards, tugboat companies, and barge companies. 

 AREAS OF PRACTICE 

ADMIRALTY

There are occasions when, even for the most skilled litigators, satisfactory resolution of legal conflict requires pursuit 
beyond the trial level in the the appellate court system. McDowell Knight’s appellate practice manages appeals to both 
state and federal high courts, including the United States Supreme Court. The depth of experience in appellate matters 
established at our firm – including an expansive knowledge of appellate procedure, proficiency in legal research, 
availability of the most current research tools and databases, and experience in oral argument before a range of appellate 
courts – is invaluable to our clients and is marked by our success at the appellate level. 

APPELLATE PRACTICE

McDowell Knight regularly represents defendants in statewide and nationwide class actions. Our lawyers have handled a 
majority of these cases in Alabama and have also been the primary attorneys in cases in a number of other states.

Our class action docket includes antitrust, consumer fraud, insurance, and products liability matters. In addition to 
defending both class certification and the merits of the particular case, our firm has implemented and managed class 
action settlements, involving both state and national classes. 

CLASS ACTION/COMPLEX LITIGATION

McDowell Knight has a significant practice in the area of commercial and business litigation. Our experience in this field 
includes complex contractual disputes, bankruptcy, business torts, consumer fraud, antitrust, securities fraud, insurance 
fraud, bad faith, and other actions related to insurance, finance, and business transactions. We defend statewide and 
nationwide class actions in this area. Additionally, our firm represents clients with white collar issues in both criminal and 
civil matters.

COMMERCIAL AND BUSINESS LITIGATION



ABOUT US 

McDowell Knight Roedder & Sledge, LLC, has developed a substantial employment law practice, representing 
employers in all types of employment-related litigation in both federal and state courts, administrative proceedings, and 
all forms of alternative dispute resolution.  The scope of our employment litigation experience ranges from cases 
involving Title VII, § 1981, § 1983, ADA ADEA, FMLA, retaliatory discharge, and other discrimination claims to OSHA, 
ERISA, and wage and hour matters under the FLSA.  Our lawyers also routinely represent employers in EEOC 
investigations and assist with responding to EEOC charges. 

Our firm also handles litigation and provides counseling involving covenants not to compete, unfair competition and 
trade secret disputes, as well as class actions, TROs and injunctions.  Our employment lawyers write and speak extensively 
at employment-related seminars and conduct employee training on anti-harassment and non- discrimination practices. 
 In addition to litigation, McDowell Knight regularly provides preventive counseling and advice to clients concerning 
specific employment-related disputes or potential disputes.  We often are asked to review personnel manuals, upgrade 
personnel policies and provide counsel with regard to employee discipline, termination and evaluation issues. 

 AREAS OF PRACTICE 

EMPLOYMENT AND LABOR

Our communications and media law practice ranges from the representation of Alabama’s oldest newspaper to 
numerous cable, television, and telecommunication entities. McDowell Knight’s practice in this area includes libel, 
slander, consumer and contract disputes, First Amendment issues, and class actions. We have also been involved in 
access issues involving state and federal records and documents. 

COMMUNICATIONS/MEDIA 

The environmental law practice at McDowell Knight Roedder & Sledge, LLC, handles toxic torts, products liability, and 
environmental litigation at the federal, state, and local levels, including the representation of clients in cases involving 
claims for personal injury and property damage. Our attorneys provide the experience, manpower and technology 
necessary to defend environmental and toxic tort claims ranging from individual claims to class actions. 

ENVIRONMENT AND TOXIC TORTS



ABOUT US AREAS OF PRACTICE

Many types of litigation can be avoided by consulting with qualified legal counsel before conflicts arise.  Whether drafting 
an employment contract, drafting an operating agreement, or advising you on the current requirements under the 
Alabama Workers’ Compensation Act or the Fair Labor Standards Act, we can decrease the likelihood of litigation for you 
or your business.  Our lawyers are experienced with counseling clients to manage risks,  as we think it prudent to plan for 
the worst and hope for the best.  With this in mind, we encourage clients to implement safeguards against future legal 
challenges. 

However, conflicts do inevitably arise, and for this reason McDowell Knight welcomes any type of civil litigation.  We 
have the expertise and resources to handle all types, whether on behalf of plaintiffs or defendants. 
 With an extensive team of lawyers representing a wide variety of backgrounds and specialties, we have someone with 
the knowledge and experience to assist your business in almost every circumstance.  We believe in defining mutual 
goals with the client and aggressively pursuing those goals.  We are not satisfied unless the client is satisfied. 

Our firm has successfully prosecuted claims on behalf of plaintiffs in a wide variety of contexts.  From helping banks to 
recoup money owed as a result of loans in default, to representing business owners in contract or trade secret disputes, 
or helping individuals injured in accidents or on dangerous premises–McDowell Knight possesses broad civil litigation 
experience. 

Being sued is stressful, but with highly qualified counsel working hard on your behalf, the process can be far less 
daunting.  The lawyers of McDowell Knight Roedder & Sledge, LLC, are dedicated to protecting your interests. 

GENERAL LITIGATION

Our firm regularly defends hospitals, nursing homes, assisted living facilities, medical clinics, physicians, and nurses in a 
wide range of medical malpractice cases, agency matters, licensing issues, and staff privilege matters.  We regularly litigate 
medical malpractice cases and related medical matters in state and federal courts throughout Alabama and in all forms of 
alternative dispute resolution. 

McDowell Knight’s medical clients include the largest nongovernmental healthcare system in Alabama, made up of 
numerous hospitals and medical clinics. 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE DEFENSE



ABOUT US AREAS OF PRACTICE

Our firm has significant experience defending personal injury and wrongful death actions of all kinds in state and federal 
courts and in alternative dispute resolution proceedings throughout the southeast, including cases in the areas of 
admiralty, aviation, construction, employment/occupational, environmental, industrial accidents, medical 
malpractice, nursing home, premises liability,  product liability, toxic tort, and transportation. 

McDowell Knight is known for its ability to try complicated and high exposure injury and death cases in the most difficult 
venues.  Whether the injury case revolves around a consumer product, a medical device, an industrial plant, a plane 
crash, a trucking accident, or some other matter, our lawyers have an innovative approach to handling these cases and use 
cutting edge trial presentation software and graphics to best present the defense to the jury or judge. 

PERSONAL INJURY DEFENSE

The firm’s products liability practice encompasses a wide variety of products. Our attorneys regularly represent 
manufacturers of automobiles, recreational equipment, industrial products and consumer goods and tools. 
Additionally, we devote a substantial amount of time to the representation of manufacturers of pharmaceutical 
products and medical devices. This practice area includes class action cases and coordinated efforts with 
national counsel for manufacturers in the defense of mass torts. 

PRODUCTS LIABILITY

Our firm defends accountants, architects, attorneys, engineers, corporate officers and directors, physicians, and other 
professionals in commercial and personal injury lawsuits, and in alternative dispute resolution proceedings, such as 
arbitration and mediation. McDowell Knight also represents professionals before state and federal administrative 
bodies, such as the Medical Licensure Commission of Alabama. 

PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY
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