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Since 1975, Starnes Davis Florie LLP has become one of the largest firms in Alabama to 
devote itself exclusively to litigation and regulatory matters.  The firm maintains a diverse 
and increasingly regional practice from offices in Birmingham and Mobile, Alabama and 
Nashville, Tennessee.  We have substantial experience in environmental civil and criminal 
defense litigation, environmental permitting and administrative enforcement, natural 
resources, and toxic torts. 

We have litigated numerous CERCLA contribution and cost recovery claims in several 
Southeastern states; Clean Water, Clean Air, and Oil Pollution Act claims; land use and 
water use issues—including inverse condemnation, facility siting, water rights, and 
wetlands protection; and nuisance, trespass, and other common law property damage 
claims arising from alleged pollution or other causes.  In addition to civil enforcement 
matters and citizen suits, we have defended corporations and individuals accused of 
environmental crimes such as the illegal disposal or discharge of pollutants and related 
charges of mail fraud, wire fraud, and conspiracy. 

We are experienced in matters involving regulation by federal agencies—including EPA, 
DOI, FWS, and USACE—and by state agencies—including ADEM, ASMC, DCNR, 
TDEC, and GDNR-EPD; assist clients with obtaining permits, public comment on 
rulemaking, voluntary clean-up and redevelopment of brownfields, historic preservation, 
and endangered species issues; and regularly represent clients in permit challenges and 
appeals and in investigations, enforcement actions, and penalty proceedings. 

For further information, please contact the firm’s environmental and natural resources 
practice leader: 

Richard E. Davis 
https://www.starneslaw.com/attorneys/richard-davis/ 

rdavis@starneslaw.com 
205.868.6044 

Richard is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell; is a Senior Fellow in the Litigation Counsel 
of America Trial Lawyer Honorary; has been recognized by Chambers USA as a leading 
environmental lawyer; has been listed in the 2008-2018 editions of Mid-South (f/k/a 
Alabama) Super Lawyers for Environmental Litigation; and has been included in the 2011-
2019 editions of Best Lawyers in America—for Environmental Law, Litigation-
Environmental, Natural Resources Law, and Commercial Litigation.  In addition, he was 
named by Best Lawyers as Birmingham’s Natural Resources “Lawyer of the Year” for 
2017 and 2019.  Richard also established the firm’s white collar criminal defense practice. 


